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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Havasu_CreeK



Grand canyon endangered fish 
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• 7 giant fish 
species that can 
grow over 2m or 
100kg

• Highest diversity 
of giant fish 
species in the 
world

• Most giant fish 
species 
endangered 
(compare to 
sharks?!)
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Source: World Rivers Review 2014



Free-flowing Rivers and 
Migratory Megafish 
• Global case studies highlight 

importance of free-flowing rivers 
and intact swimways to the 
persistence of most species of 
iconic, imperiled megafish





American paddlefish, Polyodon spathula

Mississippi River Basin 

220 cm, 100 kg





Chinese paddlefish, Psephurus gladius

Yangtze River

700 cm, 300 kg

Photo credit: Dr. Wei Qi Wei
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Sharks, rays, 
and sawfish of 

Northern 
Australia







Wonders of the Mekong 















United Nations Convention on Migratory Species (CMS)
2024 Report Highlights Poor Status of Migratory Freshwater Fish and Need for Improved 
Management and Conservation



LCT

Truckee River restoration and fish passage:

• TR Operating Agreement restores flow for endangered fish 

• Derby dam - new fish passage for LCT spawning 

• Original strain of LCT reintroduced into Pyramid Lake to 
bolster recreational fishing and local economy 

Walker Basin restoration:

• Walker Basin Conservancy established in 2015 

• $100 million committed to restoring flow in the Walker 
River

• Water levels increasing in Walker Lake to restore 
populations of endangered LCT
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