
The Power of River Heroes
Progress, challenges and achievements on dam removal in Europe the last 10 years 









Photo: Roberto Epple - European Rivers Network

France

Saint-Etienne-du-Vigan Dam 1998 (Allier River) 





Source: Ebro River Basin Authority (2014)



DAM REMOVAL EUROPE

MOVEMENT OF ORGANISATIONS AND 
CITIZENS MAINSTREAMING 

DAM REMOVAL AS 
A RIVER RESTORATION TOOL. 

COORDINATED BY WFMF

https://damremoval.eu/


Dam Removal Europe International Seminar 2016
(León, Spain)



First kick-off partner meeting (Poland, 2016)



630 000 records compiled

Reality:
>1 200 000 barriers



LIVING PLANET INDEX 
FRESHWATER 

MIGRATORY FISH

-93% Europe Download: 
worldfishmigrationfoundation.com

/living-planet-index-2020/

-76% Globally

https://worldfishmigrationfoundation.com/living-planet-index-2020/
https://worldfishmigrationfoundation.com/living-planet-index-2020/


EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 

“Restoring at least 25.000 km 
of rivers to be free-flowing”



Norway blows up 
hydro dam to restore 
river health and fish 
stocks

January, 2022

Meet 
Tore Solbakken
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APCR             
Fishermen's Association for the 

Conservation of the Rivers

Photo: APCR

Spain

Nacho Rojo
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Photo: APCR



Video: APCR
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Foivos Alexandros 
Mouchlianitis

www.damremoval.eu

http://www.dsamremoval.eu/
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4th year breaking record
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Until 2023

* Naturally removed + man removed

FRANCE >3600*

DENMARK 1450

SWEDEN >850

SPAIN >800

FINLAND >500

UK >250

AUSTRIA >250

GERMANY >100

NETHERLANDS >30

ESTONIA >20

ITALY 20

SWITZERLAND >15

UKRAINE >15
Source: Dam Removal Europe Map
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France
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Spain
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DONALD DUCK LOVES 
TO TAKE DAMS OUT TOO

Inspired by a story from 
Finland

Communication and 
awareness campaigns
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San Marcos Weir during removal works in 2013 
(Leon City, Spain)

Source: Duero River Basin Authority (Spain)

Photo: J.I. Santillán Ibáñez Photo: J.I. Santillán Ibáñez
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Before removal 2012: 165 m3/s After removal 2014: 307 m3/s

Photo: J.I. Santillán Ibáñez Photo: J.I. Santillán Ibáñez

Usual river flow ranges from 2-20m3/s

Source: Duero River Basin Authority (Spain)
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UNDAMMED Project. 
Funded by the State Agency for Research from Spain and the “NextGeneration” Programme from the EU

Before and after removal of Colonia del Río Dam, 
December 2023 (Catalonia, Spain)

Source: Catalan Water Agency 

Photo: Catalan Water Agency Photo: Catalan Water Agency 
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Author: Ministry of Environment of Estonia

Pärnu River (Estonia)



The Supreme Court of Estonia
15th January of 2024, p. 30 main conclusions:

• Ministry of Culture cannot oblige the Environmental Office to grant or nullify water 
permits.

• If cultural and environmental interests collide, the supreme power is environmental 
rules ( from EU Habitat Directive 6.4) 

15th January of 2024, p. 30 main conclusions:
• Ministry of Culture cannot oblige the Environmental Office to grant or nullify water 

permits.

• If cultural and environmental interests collide, the supreme power is environmental 
rules ( from EU Habitat Directive 6.4) 

Photo: SCANPIX/Postimees/Madis Veltman



www.openrivers.eu

€42,5 millions to demolish river 
barriers through Great Europe

http://www.openrivers.eu/


Scaling up dam removal: implementation plan for SE Europe



STATUS IMPLEMENTATION 
DAM REMOVAL

8 COUNTRIES 
IMPLEMENTED DAM REMOVAL AS A RIVER 

RESTORATION TOOL 

WE AIM TO IMPLEMENT IT IN 
ALL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES





Thank you for all for
your amazing work!
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