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W H Y D O  W E N E E D A  C O O R D I N A T I O N
O F W F D  A N D F D ?
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sehr guter/guter ökologischer Zustand mäßiger bis schlechter ökologischer Zustand

~13.800 km ~18.300 kmAustrian National River 

Basin Management Plan 2021

High/good ecological status Moderate to bad ecological status; mostly due to HYMO

Morphological alterations:  
~30% of total river net

mostly river regulation/flood protection

Longitudinal Barriers: 28.500 (~1/km)
11 % Hydropower

85 % river regulation/flood protection

4 % other

Abstraction: 6,6%Impoundment: 4,2 %Hydropeaking: 2,5% 

Challenges Ecology



HQ30

HQ100

HQ300

W.L.Kozlowski 1932

Austrian Flood Risk

Management Plan 2021

Ecological status of APSFRs

~ 75 % fail WFD objectives! Need for joint action!

W H Y D O  W E N E E D A  C O O R D I N A T I O N
O F W F D  A N D F D ?

Challenges Flood Risk Management



F L O O D R I S K M A N A G E M E N T A N D E C O L O G Y

Integrative River Basin Management

formerly

today

ecology flood protection

flood protectionecology

multifunctionality



L I F E  I N T E G R AT E D  P R O J E C T  I R I S

LIFE IP IRIS AUSTRIA
Integrated River Solutions in Austria

Strategic coordination of a harmonized implementation of

RBMP and FRMP
with a new integrative planning approach

(GE-RM - Gewässerentwicklungs- und Risikomanagementkonzept

River Development and Risk Management Concept)

Water Framework 

Directive
National River Basin

Managment Plan

(RBMP)

Floods Directive
National Flood Risk

Management Plan

(FRMP)

Natura 2000 
Management Plans

(where appliccable)

Other plans, 

strategies and uses
(where applicable)



R I V E R  D E V E L O P E M E N T  A N D  R I S K  
M A N A G E M E N T  C O N C E P T S  ( G E - R M )
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I N T E R S E C T O R A L P L A N N I N G I N  G E - R M

➢ Cooperation of all relevant administrative 

bodies (federal government, federal

states, municipalities) => Overcoming

competence boundaries

➢ Mandatory participation of stakeholders

and the public in the planning process

➢ Result is a program of measures for the

planning area

➢ Basis for medium-term implementation to

achieve the objectives of the RBMP and

FRMP



G E - R M  R E S U LT - P R O G R A M O F M E A S U R E S

➢ Coordinated measures for

achieving WFD and FD 

objectives for whole river

➢ Upstream and downstream

effects of measures considered

➢ Strategic search for synergies 

and the best ecological option 

under the given conditions

➢ GE-RM or equivalent plan is 

funding requirement (under 

Austrian Flood Protection 

Funding Regulation)



G E - R M  R E S U LT  -  R I V E R  D E V E L O P M E N T  
C O R R I D O R

• Identification of river development 

corridors as a mandatory component 

in each GE-RM

• Type-specific space requirements for 

near-natural development and 

natural water retention

• Existing higher-value infrastructure 

or spatial obstacles (settlement 

areas, railway, road, flood 

protection, etc.) taken into account

•  A standardized method is currently 

developed in AT



C O R R I D O R A S T O O L F O R F U T U R E L A N D
S E C U R I N G

• Simplified funding 

procedure for the 

purchase of properties 

within the corridor

• Transfer of land to 

public ownership

• Strategic securing of 

land for future 

restoration projects



C A N  W E B R I N G  B A C K  T H E H I S T O R I C A L
S TAT E ?

© EZB 

Eberstaller
Reconstruction of river Ybbs 

on basis of historical maps



M O S T LY N O T,  B U T  W E C A N G E T C L O S E R
…  I F W E H AV E T H E S PA C E

River Drau, Obergottesfeld, Carinthia



M O S T LY N O T,  B U T  W E C A N G E T C L O S E R
…  I F W E H AV E T H E S PA C E

River Enns Mandling, Salzburg



Implementation of River 

Development and Risk

Management Concepts (GE-RMs)

Implementation of IRIS 

Pilot Measures and

Monitoring

Evaluation of project results, 

revision of GE-RM Guidelines



I R I S  R E S U LT S  A N D  E X P E C TAT I O N S

• Integrative river basin management instead of often contradictory individual solutions; 

better coordination of different objectives/directives

• Better administrative coordination and simpler processes 

• Fostering ecological values in flood risk management (nature based solutions)

• Greater public and political acceptance of ecological river restoration measures 

through participation processes and awareness raising

• Securing and maintaining river landscapes for ecological improvement and flood 

retention – first step to establish free flowing rivers

© Revital



THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION!

https://life-iris.at

Contact

Helena Mühlmann

helena.muehlmann@bml.gv.at

Martin Wenk

martin.wenk@bml.gv.at

Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Regions and Tourism

Directorate-General I - Water Management
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