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THE PROBLEMS
>1,2 MILLION*

BARRIERS FRAGMENTING OUR 
EUROPEAN RIVERS

1.100
MIGRATORY FISH SPECIES ARE 

BLOCKED WORLDWIDE BY 
BARRIERS

DISRUPTED RIVER ECOSYSTEM
LACK OF SEDIMENTATION AND 

EROSION, WATER QUALITY ISSUES, 
HABITAT
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THE SOLUTION

FREE(ER) FLOWING RIVERS
THROUGH

BARRIER REMOVALS
AND RIVER RESTORATION

RESTORING CONNECTIVITY AND 
HABITAT FOR BIODIVERSITY

 IN LINE WITH EU BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY
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THE NETHERLANDS

NATIONAL FISH ROUTE MAP
BOTTLENECKS IN CONNECTIVITY

WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE
MODERATE TO POOR 

ECOLOGICAL QUALITY



FREE FLOW PROJECT NL

AIM: TO MAP THE POSSIBILITIES 
FOR RESTORATION OF FREE-

FLOWING TRAJECTORIES IN THE 
MAAS, RHINE, SCHELDT AND EMS.



LOOKING FOR FREE-FLOWING 
TRAJECTORIES AND BIODIVERSITY 

HOTSPOTS

WITH 12 WATER AUTHORITIES

FREE FLOW MAP



GREEN: FREE FLOWING TRAJECTORIES

YELLOW: PARTLY FREE FLOWING TRAJECTORIES

RED: REGULATED TRAJECTORIES

FREE FLOW MAP

<10% is 
free 

flowing















THE DUTCH CONTRIBUTION TO THE EU BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY

DEVELOP PILOT PROJECTS AND SCALE UP FREE FLOWING RIVERS

DEVELOP AND ENRICH KNOWLEDGE BASIS

FURTHER DEVELOP AND STRENGTHEN (LEARNING) COMMUNITY

FREE FLOW PROGRAM NL

2025 - 2030
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