Galaxes weir removal: an ORP-

- funded project kickstarting the civic
= movement for the restoration of river
connectivity in Portugal
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e ~260 large dams - different uses
(e.g., irrigation, public supply & Ay /
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TF National Strategy for Obsolete Hydraulic infrastructures
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7687 530 ~60

WWF

=
-
Ve
L
L ]

- . va -
o > / A Fase 1
! = Fase2

=
3 2
~ o= Avaliagéo de infraestruturas
¥ hidraulicas obsoletas

- N (53 cna

o i g

# selected barriers based on WFD (basins >10km?) # barriers prioritized for removal; wanted to remove 8.

# barriers identified by the HRMP 2016-2021

2 removed! New dam!! (Pisao)
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BARRIERS in the DOURO BASIN
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* 1201 (TF identified 100)
e > 25 % (255) obsolete!
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Water lines:
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Source: Esri, Garmin,
GEBCO, NOAA NGDC
and othar contnbutors

Cortes et al. (2019)
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EUROPE

https://damremoval.eu/report-2021/
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(Activ. 6.1.2 ‘Identification of priority stretches for restoration
of the Reconnecting Iberian Rivers project)
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First removal made by an NGO in Portugal
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Free to download

RESTAURO (in Pt):

FLUVIA Iﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁs VEIAS https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.or
g/downloads/policy brief damrem

60% dos rios, lagos e zonas humidas

da UE nao sdo saudéveis e a Europa I Qdf
tem a paisagem fluvial mais Ova =

fragmentada do planeta'.

N&o é, assim, de admirar que estes
ecossistemas registem um declinio
alarmante da sua biodiversidade:
uma em cada trés espécies de peixes
de dgua doce na Eu

da de extingdo e as populagdes
de peixes migratdrios s
declinio de 93% desde 1970.

le uma tendéncia global alarmant:
Planet Report 2022. De acordo com este estudo, 0s ecossistemas de dgua do
sdo0 os mais ameagados do pla s populagdes globais de espécies de agua
% desde a década de 1970%
sta déncia destrutiva, a Comissao Eurog pub!

2 uma proposta de Lei do Restauro da Natureza® que prevé metas para

ar 0s ecossist ter: inhos e fluviais. Existem varia:
ferramentas que promovem o restauro dos rios, das planicies aluviais (terrenos
planos aos lados dos rios formados pela deposicao de sedimentos trazidos pelos
rios), das galerias ripicolas (densas faixas de vegetacdo constituida por espécies
de arbu arvores que vivem ao longo das linhas de agua) e das esp
aquaticas, e uma das principais é a remogao dos obstaculos - barreiras fluviais

Quersmos que haja verbas para remogio de barreiras Muviais obsoletas em Portugal & empenho dos
rgios do Govemo portugués para acelerar estas remogies.

=0

Enguia-europeia Lontra Saramugo



https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/policy_brief_damremoval.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/policy_brief_damremoval.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/policy_brief_damremoval.pdf
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(Lessons learnt)

Agriculture lobby & public beliefs:
75 % water used for agriculture;
“river reaching the sea is wasted gold”

Public perception of water availability
Lack of legal framework for removal
Incipient funding

Lack of awareness on dam impacts/DR
benefits

Lack of Technical Expertise
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Psychological
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1SCNJED0_URivizeZ1CTMTC2RxqEVhV4K/view
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Lquaglietta@natureza-portugal.org
Google Freshwater consultant for ANPIWWF PT

Technologies,Dados do mapa ©2 [)2 P

s,CNES / Airbus,Max
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Q2: How many for hydropower? How many >10MW and <10MW? ane
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~120 Small & 59 Hydroelectric Power Plants in operation. 49 HPs — pllm
>10MW capacity.

All Small + ~15 HPs with 10/30 MW capacity — total installed capacity of

> 660 MW.

Q3: Who owns or is responsible for them?

Q4: Do dam permits expire and if so, how long are the permits for?
Licensing maximum 75 years (APA site).

Q5: Do dam permits include obligations for nature e.g. Fishways, e-flows etc.
As far as we know, no.

Q6: Is there a procedure to revisit obligations in the permits?
No. Law doesn’t foresee dam removal at the end of concession, but the reversal to the State.

Q7: Do your River Basin Management Plans/similar include dam removal?
No, and there is not a budget for this either.
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