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LIFE CONNECTS
creates free-flowing
rivers in Southern
Sweden

LIFEConnects

Vibeke Lirds, Project coordinator
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LIFE CONNECTS

/ target rivers

/ partners

Project period: 2019-2026
Budget: ~ 10 M€

Actions: dam removals, creating fish
passages, restore spawning and rearing
habitats, re-introduce mussels

Target species: Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar),
Freshwater pearl mussel (Margaritifera
margaritifera), Thickshelled river mussel (Unio
crassus), European eel (Anguilla anguilla)
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Overview of dams and
barriers in Sweden o :

2060 hydropower plants

1670 regulating dams

About 5000 more dams used for other
purpuses

Unknown number of obsolete dams with no
known purpuse today

Unknown number of road culverts

Unknown number of other barriers
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Status connectivity WFD
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Dam removal- Marieberg in Morrumsan river
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During the summer of 2020, a hydroelectric power plant here in Mérrumsan was

removed, restoring the river to the way it once was.
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Was it worth it?
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River restorations- increased biological diversity
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ROonne a ecosystem services

Summarized value of benefits
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The diamond-water paradox

How is it that water, which is so important that life is
impossible without it, has such a low price, while
diamonds, which are completely unnecessary, have such

a high price?

Adam Smith
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LIFE CONNECTS is funded through EU, and project partners. The project LIFE CONNECTS is responsible of the content in this presentation. The European Commission do not necessarily have the same opinion.
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