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Climate change 
and biodiversity 
loss

→Urgent time limit

→Lack of authority

→Problem-solving paradox

→ Irrational political
short-sightedness

Practical application of theoretical concept:

Super wicked problem (Levin et al. 2012)

“Societal change”

Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) / Restoration
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Looking forward to interacting with the DR 
community in the next years!

The MERLIN project (https://project-merlin.eu) has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 
2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 101036337.

Building Blocks for Upscaling 
Freshwater

NBS/ Restoration in Europe
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Ideal focus:
Common goods and welfare
(Whole-of-Society approach)



Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation

FULL REVIEW OF STATUS

1
Complete picture of 

socio-ecological system

Analysing the interests
→ Who benefits?
→ Who loses?
→ Who has the power?
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Nature-based

solutions and co-benefits

How to initialise change?

→ Creating a vision
→ Drafting a plan
→ Winning support
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Project funding

Financial planning 
beyond public 
grants

WITHOUT
REPAYMENT

COMMERCIAL 
REVENUES

Marketable products
Payment for

Ecosystem Services

Public grants
Private donations

Crowdfunding

RESOURCES

4
Funding and other 

implementation means
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PARTICIPATION/
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5
Whole-of-society 

approach

Cooperation with 
relevant economic 
sectors
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