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Estimated Mercury Porewater Concentrations - White Clay Creek Dam Sediments
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IPaC Information for Planning and Consultation
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Challenges/
Opportunities-
Funding
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Dam Removal Fundlng in the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act

NOOKSACK RIVER, WASHINGTON
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~Life Depends on Rivers

Why Remove Dams?

More than 20,000 inventoried dams block rivers and streams of the United States. While many still serve public or
private needs for flood risk management, water supply, indus riculture, or hydropower, many others have
become uneconomical or obsolete. With the average age of American dams at 60 years old, many dams, regardless
of functionality, are in desperate need of attention for repairs or upgrades to meet safety standards. Selective removal
of dams, particularly those that have become outdated or unsafe, can be an economical and effective solution for
eliminating dam-owner liability, improving river health, enhancing public safety and quality of life, and boosting
economic development and recreational opportunities.

What's Funded?

The Infrastructure Investrment and Jobs Act (11J4) is funding several federal programs to address our nation's dam
infrastructure and remove obsolete dams to restore the health of our nation's rivers. This funding reguires the
consent of the dam owner to remove a dam and ludes federal hydropower dams. Of those dams that are eligible,
prioritization is for projects that pose a significant public safety hazard and those whose removal will provide
significant ecological value.

Dam Removal

NOAA - Community Based Restoration Grant Program 5400 million
The National Cceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) provides funding to restore fish passage through the
removal of dams (in-stream barriers). NOAA distributes funds thrnugh LDI'I"II_'.It't e grant cy . Eligibility: institution
of higher education, non-profit, commercial (for- prn'r'ﬂ organi ies, state or local rernments, and
Indian Tribes

US Fish & Wildlife Service - National Fish Passage Program 5200 million
The National Fish Passage ngram of the LS. Fi:h and Wildlife ‘_';Pr'u'irﬂs tl JSF ".-"1‘-1 wDrk_, '-"'If.h rDmmumtu:_, to restore
rivers and consi /i

year-round. Eli :

state or local governments, Indian Tribes, and individuals,

FEMA - National Dam Safety Program - Dam Removal

The Federal Er'n».—.-rgﬁnr}r Management Agency's (FEMA) Nal‘lurlal Dam Safety Program provides grants to State Dam
Safety Age to reduce the public safety ri 5 d |th dams. FEMA funds the r:-rncm':\l of eligible dam:
through the h Hazard Potential Dam Reha

Administrative Agency. Eligibility: States or territories with a dam s

governments are eligible to be sub-recipients. FEMA received an addlrlunal !E'?'-

'-‘afc-t whth can also lude darmm removal

us Army Corps of Engineers - Section 206 Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Program $115 million
The US. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) provides funding for dam removal through the Aquatic Ecosystemn
Restﬂratlur‘l Program. Proposals are accepted on a relling bs by contacting your local USACE office. There is no cost
share reguirement for USACE's 11D4 dam removal funds. Eligibility: Non-federal entities can request USACE assistance
under the 206 program and enter into a cooperative agreement. f

US Forest Service 510 million
The 1JA provided funding for the Forest Service to remove non-hydropower federal dams and for providing technical
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Challenges-Political




Challenges- Public Opinion
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Wilmington council vote clears way
for Brandywine dam removal.
Opponents vow to fight on

Anitra Johnson
Delaware News Journal

Published 4:38 a.m. ET Feb. 5, 2024

WATERSHED

‘Who owns the river?’: Wilmington residents
call for historic dam protection while
environmentalists work to protect fish
species

Residents of a gated community in Delaware say theyre worried they could lose their
beloved waterfall, and a piece of history, if a dam is removed to protect fish species.

Brandywine Dam 6 removal
eE}-M-l_lpdatedMar.21_.2024:3:5?pm pUt On pause as City
council tables construction
> Listen 44 easement resolution
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