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Preserving the Wild Beauty of the Western Balkans

TNC’s SEE Program 



UNITED 

FOR 

RIVERS 



o The initiative's primary 
goal is to protect and 
preserve the region's most 
important rivers.

o The secondary goal is to 
strengthen the awareness 
of local communities about 
the importance of river 
preservation and the role 
that communities play in 
that process.

Our vision: “A region where rivers are loved, and people thrive.”



Saperis dolo volupta tincia qui commodit mos sus rere quianiscid 
quis amet volorro maxima non corporro officillut laccuptus eum 

dolesto odiasin nim a volo volori beroris nusciducid quiatem.

Project Geography

Surrounded by water and home

Project geography

o CROATIA: Korana, Mreznica & Tounjcica, 

Zrmanja

o BIH: Vrbas, Neretva, Buna
o SERBIA: Veli Rzav

o MONTENEGRO: Cehotina, Bistrica, 
Mrtvica & Moraca 

o NORTH MACEDONIA: Vardar



Goal: 13 rivers protected across 5 countries / total 
400 km of rivers by 2030

01 Protection (engaging with national and local governments)

02 Community-Driven Protection

03 Protected Area Management

04 National & international advocacy

05 Promotion of river conservation for awareness raising



How to transcend “project by project approach” to make bigger impact / scale up?

Durable Freshwater Protection Toolkit for the Balkans

GOAL: Strengthen local capacity to inspire river protection initiatives across the Western Balkans and 
protect the most valuable freshwater ecosystems in the Western Balkans.

RESULT: Tools and methodologies for freshwater protection & management are available to 
stakeholders in SEE region via an open-source, user friendly platform → leads to more FW protection 

projects

Primary audience: NGOs, local initiatives, and grassroots river-protection initiatives from SEE region 



First wins!

Rivers Mreznica and Tounjcica –

March 2024

Monument of Nature Mreznica –

Tounjcica

Significant Landscape Mreznica



Đalovića gorge and River 
Bistrica – March 2024

Monument of Nature Đalovića gorge 



Thanks for your attention! 
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