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Goal: 13 rivers protected across 5 countries / total
400 km of rivers by 2030

Protection (engaging with national and local governments)
Community-Driven Protection

Protected Area Management
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National & international advocacy

Promotion of river conservation for awareness raising



How to transcend “project by project approach” to make bigger impact / scale up?

Durable Freshwater Protection Toolkit for the Balkans

GOAL: Strengthen local capacity to inspire river protection initiatives across the Western Balkans and
protect the most valuable freshwater ecosystems in the Western Balkans.

RESULT: Tools and methodologies for freshwater protection & management are available to
stakeholders in SEE region via an open-source, user friendly platform - leads to more FW protection

projects

Primary audience: NGOs, local initiatives, and grassroots river-protection initiatives from SEE region
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River protection

tion in Action: A roadmap For preserving the most precious

- Official protection procedure guides
+ Bosnia and Herzegovina
+ Croatia
+ North Macedonia
+ Montenegro

+ Serbia

+ Protected rivers
+ Protection initiatives

+ Supporting di For River P

+ Research



First wins!

Rivers Mreznica and Tounjcica -
March 2024

Monument of Nature Mreznica -
Tounjcica

Significant Landscape Mreznica




Palovica gorge and River
Bistrica - March 2024

Monument of Nature Palovi¢a gorge
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