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Vision of CCB is to achieve good 

condition/ecological status of the Baltic Sea , 

ensuring biodiversity of land and marine 

ecosystems, supporting sustainable development 

in the whole Baltic Sea region. 

The main goal of the Working Area Eutrophication is

to work towards natural and clean rivers and the reduction 

of eutrophication in the Baltic Sea.
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Good Ecological Status in the Baltic is strongly 
dependent on Good Ecolog‍ical Status of the rivers in 

the catchment
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FOCUS of our research analysis:  

the challenges that individual countries face in 

terms of integrated water management;

describing the status of natural retention, how 

efficient water management planning is and what 

action areas are particularly needed;

addressing the essence of restoration of natural 

retention as a remedy for current water 

management problems.

AIM:

to support and foster positive changes in 

integrated water management in the Baltic Sea 

Region;

to remind about the Source-to-Sea approach, 

highlighting the impact of inland waters on the 

Baltic Sea condition.

https://www.ccb.se/publication/greatest-water-management-challenges-baltic-sea-region

https://www.ccb.se/publication/greatest-water-management-challenges-baltic-sea-region
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An assessment of the current 

situation of water management 

in a particular country of the 

BSR - what are the main 

challenges?

An assessment of the 

country's water resources 

and discussion of 

planning approaches in 

water management 

Directions of proposed 

changes in water management, 

incl. consideration of surface 

water restoration needs and 

efforts being made to 

naturalize waters

Identification of key elements 

for achieving the desired 

change in the current water 

management scheme, 

indicating key issues that 

need to be changed 

How the analysis was shaped? / methodology

Directional actions of the European Union 

in the field of the restoration of aquatic 

ecosystems: e.g. what is the number of 

dams to remove in the country, is there a 

database/assessment of barriers present?

EU and non-EU countries' 

water management within 

BSR, including 

transboundary river issues 



KEY 
FINDINGS 
indicates the main pains of water 

management in the countries of the Baltic 

Sea Region, but also the needs and proposed 

directions of changes important for the good 

condition of waters and for us, citizens:

• urgent and massive restoration of the water ecosystems 

and focus on restoration of natural processes, as well as 

massive and immediate cessation of drainage;

• reduction of maintenance activities on rivers;

• land availability: more land must be available to protect 

the water bodies (the need of common buffer zones in 

BSR) and to provide restoration;

• the need for restoration measures is huge but a big 

challenge is the lack of financing;

• education of the water administration in terms of NBS, 

restoration and good practices; education of society

• Improved transboundary cooperation is vital (Odra 

environmental catastrophe example)

EUTROPHICATION,

HYDROMORPHOLOGICAL 

PRESSURE,

WATER POLLUTION,

…

COMMON 

CHALLENGES



~ more than 91% of rivers are in need of 
restoration

~ widely used hydrotechnical solutions;

~ significant impact of coal mining on 
the high salinity of Poland's main rivers;

~ lack of complete and reliable official 
data on hydromorphological pressures

~ the 'National Programme for Surface’ 
Water Restoration‘, 
the 'Strategy for Wetland Protection in 
Poland for the Years 2022-2032’,  
‘Good practices of rivers maintenance 
manual’.

Łada river,  fot.  Ilona Biedroń.EN_MAJOR CHALLENGES FOR WATER MANAGEMENT IN POLAND (cdn-website.com)

https://www.wody.gov.pl/images/Aktualnosci/foto/renaturyzacjaKPRWP/Podrecznik_renaturyzacji.pdf
https://kp.org.pl/pdf/2018-08-31_Dobre_praktyki_utrzymania_rzek_2018_wyd_II.pdf
https://kp.org.pl/pdf/2018-08-31_Dobre_praktyki_utrzymania_rzek_2018_wyd_II.pdf
https://irp.cdn-website.com/53007095/files/uploaded/EN_MAJOR%20CHALLENGES%20FOR%20WATER%20MANAGEMENT%20IN%20PL.pdf


~ significant deterioration of water 

resources, sewage treatment, water 

pollution, proper monitoring of water

~ since 2022, the main damage to water 

resources has been caused by Russia's 

aggression (¾ of Ukraine's territory);

~ to formulate water management plans 

(2024/25);

~ to assess war damage and pollution;

~ to improve water monitoring

→ To meet the requirements of the 

EU Water Directive 

Stryj river fot. Paweł Pawlaczyk



~ Modernization of the water and sewage 

sector; 

~ conflicts of economic development vs. 

Water Strategy 2030

~ no RBMPs for the rivers of the Baltic 

Sea catchment area;

~ a regional register of hydraulic 

structures and river barriers map by BY 

NGO (2022)

~ restrictions on dredging, straightening 

and construction of hydrotechnical 

structures on rivers (in protected areas);
Natural meander of Shchara river  fot.  Uladzimir Zuyeu

https://bahna.land/ru/reki-i-ozera/v-belarusi-sozdali-pervuyu-v-istorii-kartu-plotin


~ Financing: the wastewater treatment 

sector requires reconstruction; 

~  strengthening cross-border cooperation

~ Use of cohesion funds for large-scale 

restoration (Sindi Dam);

~ an inventory of fish migration 

barriers 

~ Practicing dismantling dams on rivers;

~ Undertaking the restoration of 3,500 ha 

of peat bogs destroyed as a result of 

economic activity.

Result of ‘Sindi Dam’ removal   fot. Ewa Leś



~ Most rivers are regulated, all in poor 

chemical condition → significant 

hydromorphological transformations (HP);

~ eutrophication; 

~ application of law;

~ 4 northern national rivers are protected;

~ practicing 'water councils';

~ planned reclamation and reconstruction 
of wetlands;

~ ongoing river restoration;

~ HP permits revision

Significance of dead wood in rivers, Håga river fot.  Ewa Leś
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https://www.ccb.se/publication/2021-river-barriers-to-remove-or-mitigate-in-the-baltic-sea-region
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TITLE 1 

Protection programs for the Bogacica and Budkowiczanka rivers – 
a unique initiative of the Opole Voivodeship (Poland) in the field of river protection and 
restoration planning

Rivers need not only management 

but also protection. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21YAP8RF_sw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21YAP8RF_sw


THANK YOU

MORE INFORMATION:

Ewa Leś

ewa.les@ccb.se
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1) ground for restoration and dam removal activities in BSR

2) expert workshop ‘Natural river processes as a base for river-related protected 

areas and river restoration'

https://www.ccb.se/river-university

https://www.ccb.se/publication/2021-river-barriers-to-remove-or-mitigate-in-the-baltic-sea-region
https://biogeoprocess.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/summary_report_CCBs_workshop_EwaLes.pdf
https://biogeoprocess.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/summary_report_CCBs_workshop_EwaLes.pdf
https://www.ccb.se/river-university
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