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What are the values? 

Questionnaire blueprint to assess cultural ecosystem services and map intangible values

Recreation and tourism

Contact with nature

Education and research

Heritage and symbolism

Identity

Conservation



The Tagliamento river

● A reference for the study of alpine riverine 
ecosystems  (Ward et al., 1999, Tockner et al., 2003) 

● Ongoing debate on river management (conservation 
plans, flood-control infrastructure)

● Relevant for citizens’ activities, well-being and local 
economy (e.g. tourism)

● A (possible) reference system for sustainable river 
management 



Mapping river values and management conflicts
Assumption: favourite places (clicks) correspond to high river values

Any river intervention should account for
its environmental impact also in terms of
loss of cultural services.

This map shows that conflict goes beyond 
ecological and biodiversity losses and 

highlights potential cultural losses 

Hotspot coincides with planned 
flood-mitigation measures (grey 
infrastructure)



Mapping river values and management conflicts
Collecting local opinions, perception and knowledge about risk

This map helps understand what people know about risks and
identify where awareness is low

Comments mention 
infrastructures and conservation:



From river values to actionable outcomes



Co-design of website 
objectives, components and 

structure

Collection of formal and 
informal knowledge

Co-creation of website content

WWF Germany funded a website to create a community and share 
knowledge 
www.tagliamento.org



Community involvement in the Tagliamento 
Building an alternative, sustainable and pro-community vision

Morphology = regulation Nature = provision Community = socio-cultural

Check out https://tagliamento.org/ :)

https://tagliamento.org/


Neretva Science Week 

Part of the Scientists for Balkan Rivers 
project within the Save the Blue Heart of 
Europe campaign (Riverwatch and 
EuroNatur).

24 hydropower plants are planned on the 
Upper Neretva and its tributaries, including 
one under construction (HPP Ulog)

Socio-cultural group of the NSW 2023 Mara, Martine, Constance, Ana, Josh



Caring for rivers, caring for us:
How communities can help save our rivers

For the source of the beautiful Neretva

Where even fairies have not muddied the source

Where the river divides the mountains

Where the soul separates from the heart

[Poem shared by an interviewee] 

The complexity of the situation in the Upper Neretva makes you reflect on why is it so 
difficult to create a united voice?



The Soca/Isonzo river
A transboundary impacts study 

Questionnaire: https://rivervalues.eu/

https://rivervalues.eu/


Ecosystem planning
Tagliamento - third reconstruction

Local communities as agents of sustainable river management

Citizen science

Traditional knowledge

Environmental education

Participatory approaches

Rights of nature



My reflections

➔ The working team is a community

➔ How to measure mission-driven (research) impact?

➔ Why is knowledge transfer advocated, asked for and still widely 

overlooked?
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